Civil Rights  - Is there equality for all?

Film: Mississippi Burning

[image: image1.wmf]Why do we still have to 

remember what happened?

1 not to do it again

2 understand the victims

3 recognise such situations

[image: image5..pict]Where did/do we go wrong?

1 Australia-Aborigines

2 America - Native Americans

3 Africa – slavery/imperialism

4 Europe – Concentration camps

5 World – capitalism and exploitation

[image: image6..pict]Who fought/fight to make things right?

1 Gandhi - India

2 Martin L. King, Malcolm X – The USA

[image: image7..pict]3 Nelson Mandela – South Africa

4 Religions – all belive so

5 Organisations - UN

6 Freedom fighters – right or wrong

7 Countries – the USA

8 Everyday people like me and you 

[image: image8..pict] Who fought/fight against equality?

1 organisations – KKK, Nazis

2 Racists – individuals  

3 states - EU?? protectionism

4 Systems – Apartheid, segregation, casts, class system etc.

5 Colonialism -UK, France, Portugal, etc

Is there equality in your everyday lif?
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Do other kids have the same opportunities?

Can you make a difference?

Write an essay in five paragraphs about Afro-Americans and their history. Make up your own questions and answer them in each paragraph.

I would like to explain why.....

A long time ago.....

In the 1830s, there was a change......

In the 1960S, one man........

Today, the situation is........

WRITING FRAME

A long time ago,……

1) Who traded in slaves and where did they pick them up?

2) How many died on the journey and how were they transported?

3) Where did they sail them to?

4) Who bought the slaves and why did they buy them?

5) How did people look upon slaves? Did they have any rights?

In the 1800s, things started to change,….

7) When did foreign slave trade become illegal?

8)  When were afro-Americans freed on paper?

9) Were they OK after this?

In the 1960s, ……..

10) What was still wrong? Were they treated just like white people?

11) Who was the main man for the Afro-Americans? What did he say? What happened to him?

12) What civil rights did they obtain? Give examples…

Today, Afro-Americans are….

13) Are they treated like other citizens? What problems are there?

14) What can be done to help poor Afro-Americans?

14) Will there be an Afro-American president in 2008?

15) Can the world ever make up for what was done to these people?

16) Shall we forget or remember? Explain why

Example

A long time ago, European countries traded in slaves. They picked them up on the Slave Coast, in Africa, where they bought prisoners from natives or simply hunted normal Africans down and put them onboard the ships and sailed away. They were suffering a lot on the journey and many of them died from starvation or diseases. They were shipped to the new colonies in America where they were sold as slaves on the marked to plantation owners in the south and rich business men in the north. They were mainly used as cheap labour. 

When it comes to civil rights, slaves were not treated as human beings. They were owned by the slave owners and it was very much accepted to have slaves. They had no rights of their own, but some rules were given for the slave owners after some years. 

In the 1800s, peoples’ attitude changed. White people started protesting against the use of slaves and some even started fighting to free slaves. Foreign slave trade was therefore forbidden I 1807 and after the Civil War, in 1865, all slaves were freed. This did not help Afro-Americans as much as one would like to think. Some had to work for the same people and they were even worse off than before. Racism developed and the KKK was founded in order to “protect the white man”.

In the 1960s, Afro-Americans were still not accepted. They were treated as second class citizens and it was extremely bad in the southern states of the USA. They practised segregation, which meant that there were separate schools, restaurants, toilets and areas for whites only. It was made difficult for non whites to vote and no Afro-Americans went to university.

Martin Luther King became the symbol of Civil Rights for Afro-Americans. His famous speech “I have a dream” expressed the belief that we are all equals. Unfortunately, he was shot and killed. So far, no one has taken his place, but Afro-Americans can now go to the same universities as Whites, and there might even be an Afro-American president in 2008.  They go to the same restaurants and ride the same busses, and work alongside whites. Some Afro-Americans are very successful academically.

Today, there is equality, and racism is forbidden by law, but there is still work to be done. There are many who struggle with poverty. Drug addiction and unemployment as well as absent fathers is still a problem related to African-Americans. Malcolm X tried to give them their pride back, and that might be a good thing. Maybe O’bama can make a change there. The successful R&B singers do not seem to represent good role models for the young generation.

Europeans are very much to blame for the disadvantaged start of these people in America, and it is our duty to do our best to make up for what we have done.

