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To be or not to be, that is the question;

Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer

The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,

Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,

And by opposing, end them. To die, to sleep;

No more; and by a sleep to say we end

The heart-ache and the thousand natural shocks

That flesh is heir to — 'tis a consummation

Devoutly to be wish'd. To die, to sleep;

To sleep, perchance to dream. Ay, there's the rub,

For in that sleep of death what dreams may come,

”The sands are number'd that make up my life;

Here must I stay, and here my life must end.”
AIn order to find out more about his life and life at the time he lived, go to: http://www.folger.edu/template.cfm?cid=865&CFID=10342749&CFTOKEN=83c79433c1ee618c-437FDE21-3473-0E4E-C77F404EC402B2A9 

From this website you should be able to write the introduction to Shakespeare in two paragraphs.

	Introduction.
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William Shakespeare .... 
Who was William Shakespeare? 

When did he live and what is the period called?

What did he do for a living?

Why did he become famous? 
The Renaissance......

What does the Renaissance mean?

What was the ideal man like?

What did people believe in?

What discoveries were made?

How did that change the view upon the world?


BTo find out more about the world of Shakespeare, go to this website: http://www.it.usyd.edu.au/~matty/Shakespeare/test.html 

Here you can look for words in Shakespeare’s works. Try to find out what he said about life in general. Use the form below in order to take notes on the following terms when you are working. 

1. WORK 2. SCHOOL 3. LOVE 4. FRIEND 5. WOMEN/MEN  6.______________

	Introduction This makes out the third paragraph in the introduction
William Shakespeare wrote about life in general. This is why we still read his works today. 

What did he say about work?

What did he say about school?

What did he say about love?

What did he say about.......?

Writing frame ex.

Shakespeare refers to work in ____________, the word means __________________ ____

_________________________________________________________________________._

I think so because _________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________


 CWhen you have read the story of Romeo and Juliet, you will be prepared to retell the story in your own words. This is called the plot.  The plot is not very long and it is just a short summary of the story (½ page). You can start with the setting, which is where and when the story took place. 

	Plot

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare is set in__________ in_____________.

In the opening scene, Romeo ...........




DSometimes you want to think about what the author wanted to tell you in his play,

there are various ways of doing so. One way is to think about the characters he uses. Why are they like they are and do they tell you something about life? Do they change?  Do they tell you how to lead your life, what to do and what not to do? The ones who change are the most interesting ones and they are usually the main characters. The other characters are usually there to support an idea or to contrast one of the main characters. If the main character is kind for example, another mean character can be introduced to make him look even kinder.

Now, write about the characters that you find interesting in the drama that you have read or watched.

	Characters

_________ is one of the characters. 

What is he/she like in the beginning of the story?

What is he/she like in the end of the story?

What changed him/her?

Do you think this is the same or different from today?




E When you have read or watched something, you may want to think about what it was all about. This is when it becomes important to know the world you are living in. Sometimes the author refers to the Bible and if you have not read it, then you miss out on the reference. Other times, the author refers to things that have happened or something that other people have said or done. It is always smart to be well read and well informed, so if you don’t know something, find out about it.

“In literature, a theme is a broad idea in a story, or a message or lesson conveyed by a work. This message is usually about life, society or human nature. Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work. Themes are usually implied rather than explicitly stated. ( wikipedia)
	One of the themes in this story is ............

Explain the idea and what the author thinks about it.

Use examples and quotes (sitat) to illustrate your ideas.

Do you agree with the author?

What is the situation today? Are the ideas the same?




FAMOUS ACTORS
Who is who?
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Leonardo DiCaprio portrayed Romeo in Baz Luhrmann's modernized 1996 version, William Shakespeare's Romeo + Juliet, alongside Claire Danes as Juliet. 
Leonard Whiting portrayed Romeo in Franco Zeffirelli's 1968 film, Romeo and Juliet, alongside Olivia Hussey as Juliet.
Takahiro Mizushima voices Romeo in the fantasized, loosely adapted animated series Romeo x Juliet by the Japanese animation studio GONZO, with Fumie Mizusawa voicing Juliet.
WHO ARE THEY? 
Romeo • Juliet • Mercutio • Tybalt • Benvolio • Friar Laurence • Nurse • Paris 

Prince Escalus • Lord Capulet • Rosaline • Other Characters
Plot
Verona is home to two feuding noble houses, the Montagues and the Capulets. In response to the constant brawling between members of these families, the Prince of Verona has issued an edict that will impose a death sentence on anyone caught dueling. Against this backdrop, young Romeo of the house of Montague has recently been infatuated with Rosaline, a niece of Capulet. Rosaline is quickly forgotten, however, when Romeo and his friends disguise themselves and slip into a masque ball at Capulet's house. During the festivities, Romeo catches his first glimpse of Juliet, Capulet's daughter. In one of Shakespeare's most memorable scenes, Romeo steals into the garden and professes his love to Juliet, who stands above on her balcony. The two young lovers, with the aid of Friar Laurence, make plans to be married in secret.

Tybalt, Juliet's cousin, later discovers that Romeo has attended the ball, and he sets out to teach the young Montague a lesson at the point of his sword. Romeo is challenged by Tybalt, but tries to avoid a duel between them since he is now married to Juliet (making Tybalt a kinsman). Mercutio, Romeo's best friend, takes up Tybalt's challenge and is killed in the ensuing fight. Enraged, Romeo slays Tybalt in turn. As a result of this bloodshed, the Prince proclaims that Romeo is to be banished from Verona for his actions. Romeo has time to consummate the marriage and bid farewell to Juliet, though he hopes to be reunited with her once the Capulets learn that they are man and wife.

The Capulets, meanwhile, press for Juliet to marry Paris, a cousin to the Prince. Juliet, relying again on Friar Laurence, devises a desperate plan to avoid her parent's wishes. She obtains a drug that will make her seem dead for forty-two hours; while she is in this state, Friar Laurence will send word to Romeo of the situation so that he can rescue her from her tomb. Unfortunately, fate will not be so kind; the letter from Friar Laurence is delayed. Romeo instead hears second-hand news that Juliet has died. Grief-stricken, Romeo purchases poison and hastens to Juliet's tomb to die at her side. Meanwhile, Friar Laurence has discovered to his horror that his letter did not arrive, and he means to take Juliet away until he can set things aright.

At the tomb, Romeo encounters Paris, who mourns for Juliet. Romeo slays Paris, then enters the tomb and downs his poison. As Friar Laurence comes upon the scene, Juliet awakens only to find the lifeless body of her beloved Romeo laying beside her. Juliet takes the dagger from Romeo's belt and plunges it into her heart. Upon this scene, the Prince arrives—along with the Montague and Capulet parents—demanding to know what has happened. Friar Laurence relates to all the tragic tale of Romeo and Juliet's secret marriage and their senseless suicides. The Montagues and Capulets, when faced with the terrible price that their feud has exacted, vow to put an end to the enmity between their two houses.

